
 

Yellow Fever 
 

What is Yellow Fever? 

 Yellow fever is a serious disease caused by a 
virus. 

 It is spread by the bite of an infected 
mosquito (Aedes aegypti). 

 It is found in certain parts of Africa, South 
America and eastern Panama.  
 

What are the symptoms of Yellow Fever? 

 Symptoms occur 3 to 6 days after being 
bitten by an infected mosquito and may 
include: fever, chills, headache, backache, 
muscle pains, exhaustion, nausea and 
vomiting. 

 Jaundice (yellow skin and eyes) 

 Bleeding from multiple body sites. 

 Infection can also cause liver, kidney and 
other organ failure. 

 20-50% with serious infection will die 
 
What does Yellow Fever vaccine contain? 

 Yellow fever vaccine contains egg, sorbitol, 
gelatin and chicken protein. 

 The stopper of the yellow fever diluent and 
vaccine vial may contain latex. 

 
How effective is the vaccine? 

 Between 80-100% of people develop 
protection within 10 days of vaccination. 

 The vaccine may provide less protection to 
people who are pregnant or 
immunosuppressed. 

 
How long does the vaccine last? 

 Protection is considered to be for a lifetime. 

 The yellow fever certificate is valid 
internationally for life, beginning 10 days 
after date of vaccination. 

 
Who should receive the vaccine? 

 People 9 months or over who are travelling 
to countries where Yellow Fever occurs. 

 To those who require proof of Yellow Fever 
vaccination to enter a country. 

Who should receive 1 booster dose of vaccine? 

 Women previously immunized during 
pregnancy  

 Persons previously immunized during a period 
of lowered immune response 

 Persons who received a stem cell transplant 
after receiving Yellow Fever vaccine (providing 
safe to immunize) 

 Persons who received a fractional dose >1 year 
ago, who had an undocumented or improperly 
documented dose 

 
Who should receive Yellow Fever vaccine every 10 
years? 

 Persons immunized when they were HIV 
positive 

 Lab personnel working with yellow fever virus 
 

Who should consider a one-time booster dose of 
Yellow Fever vaccine?  

 Persons travelling to an area experiencing an 
epidemic or major outbreak, based on World 
Health Organization information 

 Persons travelling frequently or for prolonged 
periods to areas of high endemicity, 
particularly West Africa (Benin, Burkina Faso, 
Cape Verde, Gambia, Ghana, Guinea, Guinea-
Buissau, Ivory Coast, Liberia, Mali, Mauritania, 
Niger, Nigeria, Saint Helena, Senegal, Sierra 
Leone, and Togo). 

 Persons immunized during infancy (less than 
12 months) 

 
What are the precautions for Yellow Fever 
vaccine? (Refer to MHO): 

 6 to < 9 months of age 

 Persons with Multiple Sclerosis 

 Women pregnant or planning conception in 4 
weeks 

 Women breastfeeding an infant < 9 months of 
age 

 People 60 years of age and older should 
discuss the risks and benefits of vaccine with 
their health care provider. 
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 People with autoimmune disease 

 People with chronic medical conditions (i.e. 
renal disease, Hepatitis C infection, 
diabetes) 

 
Who should not receive the vaccine? 

 People with moderate to severe illness with 
or without fever. 

 Infants <6 months of age 

 Anyone who has a life-threatening allergy 
to the vaccine or components of the 
vaccine. 

 People with a history of thymus disorders 
(i.e. myasthenia gravis, thymoma, DiGeorge 
syndrome). 

 Solid organ or stem cell transplant 
recipients within 2 years of transplantation. 

 People with a lowered immune response 
due to drug or radiation therapy or disease 
(i.e. leukemia, lymphoma, AIDS and HIV) 

 People who have received other live 
injectable vaccines within the last 4 weeks 

 
How is the vaccine given? 

 By injection into the fatty layer beneath the 
skin.  

 
When should the vaccine be given? 

 At least 10 days before travel to a country 
of risk. 

 
What might be felt after receiving the vaccine? 
Common (> 10%) 

 Mild reactions such as headache, muscle 
aches, low-grade fevers, chills, weakness, 
and redness, swelling or soreness at 
injection site may occur within days of 
vaccination and last up to 10 days. 

Very Rare (Between 0.01 – 0.1%) 

 Immediate allergic reactions such as hives, 
rash, or asthma occur mainly in people with 
history of allergy to egg or gelatin. 

 Neurotropic disease, a severe nervous 
system reaction and encephalitis, is more 
likely in those <6 months of age, older than 
age 60 or primary vaccine recipients.  
 
 

o The estimated risk is 0.8/100,000 
doses for all ages 

o 2.2/100,000 doses in those > 60 years 
of age 

 Viscerotropic disease or multi-organ failure is 
more likely in primary vaccine recipients, older 
age, or those with thymus disease. 

o It is estimated at 0.3/100,000 for all 
ages 

o 1.2/100,000 in those ≥ 60 years of age 

 
It is important to stay in the clinic for 15 
minutes after getting any vaccine because 
there is an extremely rare possibility of a life-
threatening allergic reaction called 
anaphylaxis. This may include hives, difficulty 
breathing, or swelling of the throat, tongue or 
lips. If this happens after you leave the clinic, 
call 911 or the local emergency number. This 
reaction can be treated, and occurs in less 
than one in one million people who get the 
vaccine. 
Who should you report reactions to? 

 Report any adverse or unexpected 
reactions to your local public health nurse, 
doctor, nurse practitioner, or Healthline by 
calling 811 as soon as possible. 

 For more information contact a Public 
Health Nurse at 306-766-7904. 
 

To ensure that a complete immunization record is 
maintained, every immunization administered will 
be documented by Public Health into the 
electronic provincial immunization registry, known 
as Panorama. Panorama is a secure electronic 
system used in Saskatchewan to record and 
manage immunization records and the health 
information related to immunization for all 
Saskatchewan residents. Immunization records 
may be shared with other health care 
professionals to provide public health services; 
assist with diagnosis and treatment; and to control 
the spread of vaccine preventable diseases. 
Information about Panorama is detailed in the 
“Protecting the Privacy of Your Immunization 
Record” fact sheet. 

Speciality Immunization and Travel Health Centre 306-766-7904 
http://www.rqhealth.ca/departments/travel-health-centre 
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